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absolute unity of God and declare that others
have perverted this faith- At one time they
became powerful in Arabia and, obtaining posses-
sion of Mecca and Medina, destroyed some of
the relics which were venerated there.
The Sufis (so named from Suf, i.e., wool, as the
members of this sect wore woollen garments), profess
to follow the teachings of the Qoran ; their doctrines-
are indeed a form of mysticism which may be likened
to the Hindu Vedanta philosophy, although said
by them to be based on the Qoran.
They are fatalists, and believe that human
beings will pass through the four stages Sharlat
(according to rule), Tanqat (following the right
path), Haqiqat (realization of the truth), and Marifat
(knowledge of *the Divinity), and that they will
finally obtain union with God; religions have no
significance and there is no real difference between
right and wrong ; God rules everything and man
is irresponsible for his actions.
They axe mostly to be found in Persia and are
not numerous in India. The ascetic of the Sufis is
known as a darvesh in Turkey, Egypt,. Arabia,
and Persia, and in India he is classed among
fakirs.
The Babis are a sect started in Persia during
the early part of the nineteenth century by a young
-enthusiast named Ali, of Shiraz. He called himself
th.e Bab, or * Door/, through-which God can alone
be approached ; he recognized Moses, Jesus, and
Muhammad as the principal other Babs* declaring